Lockdown and social distancing measures are core components of the worldwide response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Does this affect vascular surgery (VS) education?

To investigate this issue, we designed a survey ([Appendix](#appsec1){ref-type="sec"}, online only) shared online in VS interest groups and available from April 20 to April 23, 2020. It was completed by 100 respondents, 64 vascular surgeons, 24 VS residents, and 12 medical students from 14 countries, with Italy (44) and the United States (19) the most represented.

Regarding classes, 76 replied that lessons have moved online, 21 have stopped them, and 3 are still having face-to-face lectures ([Fig](#fig1){ref-type="fig"} ). Thus, the majority found an alternative way to continue lecturing, showing adaptability and resilience of the faculty. Even though empathy between professors and students of face-to-face lectures has faded, e-learning has its benefits (eg, flexible schedule, easy interaction), and it should represent an opportunity to be exploited and developed even further in the future to replace existing teaching methods.FigBar chart of the responses regarding training for residents and students, exams, and classes.

The practical training was suspended for medical students and residents in 74% and 18% of cases, respectively. Medical student education is the most affected by this pandemic; for residents, it depends on hospital arrangements. The practical training has not been replaced in 67% of cases, whereas it was replaced by online platforms with surgical videos (eg, Vascupedia, MedTube) in 17 cases, surgical theater video connection in 7, and virtual reality (4D) in 1 case. However, the practical part is crucial to our specialty, and digital tools should represent complements, not substitutes. Responses about the effectiveness of these changes compared with usual standards of teaching were split in half; 55% answered a lot and quite a lot, whereas 45% answered slightly and not all.

The educational aspect must not be overlooked but rather enhanced in this critical period. When asked if the pandemic affected VS education, 96 answered yes, showing that its backlashes are now a widely shared problem among our specialty. Future outcomes will depend on the length of phase 1 restrictions, next phases, and the possible undesirable second wave of COVID-19. More time is necessary to assess its impact on medical education generally and VS specifically.
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Survey (online only)

*Additional material for this article may be found online at*[*www.jvascsurg.org*](http://www.jvascsurg.org){#intref0010}.
